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SUB J : RHODESIA: SUSPENSION OF POLITICAL EXECUTIONS 

1 . THE PRETORIA NEWS REPORTED APRIL 8 THAT RHODESIA'S FOUR- 
MAN RULING EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HAS PRIVATELY MADE A DECISION 
THAT THERE WILL BE NO FURTHER EXECUTIONS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
BEEN SENTENCED TO DEATH FOR "POLITICAL" OR "TERRORIST" OFFENSES. 

2. THERE HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN NO EXECUTIONS SINCE THE EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL WAS FORMED ON MARCH 21. IT IS NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME 
WHETHER A FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT WILL BE MADE THAT EXECUTIONS 
HAVE CEASED. 
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3. THE ARTICLE SAYS THE DECISION TO END EXECUTIONS IS BASED 
UPON THE STATUS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN RELATION TO A 
PERSON CONDEMNED TO DEATH. UNDER THE EXISTING AGREEMENT, 

ALL CONDEMNED PERSONS HAVE THE RIGHT TO APPEAL FOR CLEMENCY 
TO THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 
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4. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, BOTH MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE HAVE 
MADE IT CLEAR THEY WOULD UPHOLD ANY APPEAL FOR CLEMENCY SUB- 
MITTED TO THE COUNCIL. 

5. THE ARTICLE GOES ON TO SPECULATE THAT THIS DECISION TO END 
HANGINGS TOGETHER WITH TENTATIVE PLANS TO RELEASE POLITICAL 
DETAINEES IS AN ATTEMPT TO BOOST LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
SUPPORT FOR THE INTERNAL SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT. 

6. COMMENT: SINCE THE EARLY STATES OF THE INTERNAL TALKS, 

BOTH MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE HAVE EMPHASIZED THEIR SUPPORT OF 
DETAINEE RELEASE. ALTHOUGH THE CAPITAL PUNISHMENT OF PERSONS 
BEING HELD FOR POLITICAL OFFENSES IS NOT KNOWN TO HAVE 
FORMALLY BEEN DISCUSSED IN THE TALKS, IT HAS BEEN AN EMOTIONAL 
ISSUE FOR MANY BLACK RHODESIANS. THIS REPORT, IF TRUE, COULD 
HELP BOOST CREDIBILITY FOR MUZOREWA AND SITHOLE AMONG BLACKS 
WHO ARE AS YET UNDECIDED ON THE VALIDITY OF THE INTERNAL 
SETTLEMENT AND ARE HINGING THEIR FINAL JUDGMENT ON THE 
PERFORMANCE OF THE BLACK LEADERS IN THE INTERIM GOVERNMENT. 
BOWDLER 
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